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4 COMMUNICATION

C Complete the blog post with the present simple or 
present continuous form of the verbs in brackets.

4 COMMUNICATION

GRAMMAR
Present simple and present 
continuous
A Underline the correct options to complete  

the  sentences.

1  How many languages do you speak / are  
you speaking?

2  I take / am taking the Number 36 bus to work 
every morning.

3  Misha learns / is learning Spanish at the moment.

4  Ahmed seems / is seeming to like living abroad  
for now.

5  I look / am looking for my tablet. Have you seen  
it anywhere?

6  They become / are becoming increasingly depressed 
with the wet British weather.

7  Don’t worry – the film doesn’t contain / isn’t containing 
anything unsuitable for children.

8  My husband thinks / is thinking of buying  
a smartphone.

B Complete the table with the verbs in the box.

believe belong bring complain cost get include  
know mean need own prefer relax  

seem show take understand want watch write 

Stative Dynamic

Blog post

What a week we had! I 1   (relax) 

at home now because I 2   

(need) a good rest. I 3   (have) 

a very busy life but I 4   

(not think) it’s something to complain about. I  
5   (travel) all over the 

world for work and I 6   

(love) that aspect of my job. Last week, we were in 

Russia. That’s me in the picture, in St Petersburg. I  
7   (smile) because it was a 

lovely sunny day. It usually 8   

(snow) in February!

2/23/2018 I 12:26pm I 3 comments

My Travel 
Adventures
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C Complete the following sentences so that they are true 
for you. 

1  I enjoy watching   (type of sport/film/ 
TV programme). 

2  I’ve been told I look quite like   (family 
member or celebrity).

3  I really hate/love the sound of   (noise). 

4  I’ve been listening to   (music or 
podcast) a lot lately.

5  I’m good at noticing when   (thing 
or action).

PRONUNCIATION
Schwa /ə/
A Underline three schwas in each sentence.

1  We speak a lot of English at home.

2  The Spanish exam was difficult, but I think I passed it.

3  I don’t often listen to podcasts.

4  A photo doesn’t always show the real you.

5  I met up with an old friend at the weekend.

6  That’s me in the picture with my brother.

B Listen. Check your answers to Exercise A. 

C Listen again and repeat each sentence.
1.1

1.1

VOCABULARY
Seeing and hearing
A Complete the sentences with the correct form of the 

verbs in the box. You will need to use some of the verbs 
more than once.

hear  listen  look  see  sound watch

1  Ava   like she’s been quite ill.

2  Do you want to   to the podcast about 
rock climbing?

3  Can you   that strange noise coming 
from the computer?

4  Ute didn’t   the step in the hallway and 
tripped over it.

5  I can’t talk now because I   my 
favourite comedy series.

6  In today’s lesson, we   at the use of 
technology for language learning.

7  That song   a lot like an old folk song 
my father used to sing.

8  Does this dress   good on me?

B Read each sentence. Circle the correct answer, a, b or c.

1  With her bright pink hair you can always   Sandra in 
a crowd.

 a observe

 b spot

 c stare

2  Part of his job is to   people’s behaviour in 
group situations.

 a spot

 b recognise

 c observe

3  He edits his selfies so much that sometimes I  
don’t   him!

 a recognise

 b observe

 c spot

4  It’s very rude to   at other people like that!

 a notice

 b stare

 c observe

5  Luckily, my teacher didn’t   when I arrived five minutes 
late for class.

 a recognise

 b spot

 c notice
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